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Jan 1 - The Blessed
Virgin Mary, The
Mother of God

Jan 2 - Faculty Work
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Jan 6 - First Friday
(Adoration &
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Jan 8 - The

Epiphany of our Lord

Pastor: Father Jerome Spexarth
Principal: Mrs. Holly Goodwin
Lead Teacher: Mrs. Lisa Payne

From the Desk of the Pastor

Going to Church on Sunday?

New Year’s resolutions surface
about this time every year. And
everyone knows they are not really
even worth saying if we do not make
plans and follow through with them.
Some have plans to lose 10 pounds,
some have plans to read more
books, some have plans to stop
smoking. All of these are often
good, yet primarily in the best
interest of one’s own well-being.
But these temporal plans are
worthless without considering
one’s eternal soul those of the
family. As parents starting another
year with your family, what can you
do to provide more benefit to your
children? | propose for each and
every family who sends children
through our hallowed doors to
increase your church attendance to
100%. Statistically for the Catholic
children at Holy Name, between 50%
and 68% on average are attending
Sunday Mass. The lower grades,
around 1°* and 2" grade, drop close
to 50%. These numbers are even a
bit lower for our non-Catholic
brothers and sisters. Information
was gathered randomly through polls
at school.

Parents, you are primarily
responsible for the future of our
church and community. For the
sake of your eternal souls and those
of your children, please attend
Sunday Mass (or other church
services for those who are non-
Catholic). What a double
message it is when children are
taught in school about the moral
obligation of keeping the 3¢

Commandment of keeping holy the
Lord’s Day, and then seeing parents
skip it themselves by going to the
gym, working around the house, or
just sleeping in. You immediately
teach laziness, moral lukewarm
attitudes, and an absence of
responsibility when making such self -
centered choices apart from God.
You also teach them that occasional
infidelity is just fine in relationships—
especially with God. Modern culture
says, “the weekend (Sunday
included) is YOUR time to do
whatever you want.” Well, if it
wasn’t for good people of older
generations carving out Saturday
(Jewish) and Sunday (Christian)
within the weekly schedule, there
would be NO WEEKENDS at all!

Jesus says, “Whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in me
to sin, it would be better for him to
have a great millstone hung around
his neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea” (Matt. 18:6).
There are no good excuses for missing
Sunday worship. The internet even
helps us. Just type in “Catholic (or
other) Church in Joplin” (for
example) on the Google search
engine and church addresses, tel. #’s,
& markers on a map—will pop up all
over the screen. In our New Year’s
resolutions we are constantly taking a
stand to make good habits and be
more virtuous. Let us put God first
and teach this also to those who peer
up with learning eyes.
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Dear Parents and Students,

Happy New Year! The entire faculty wishes God’s blessing
on each child and all their family members.

| am writing this letter on the Friday morning after the
Christmas Program and | would like to share a few thoughts.
One of the parishioners | met before the program introduced
herself and stated she had been coming to the Christmas
Programs for over thirty years. She started as a student,
then attended her sister’s programs, then her children’s,
and now grandchildren’s. | saw her after the program and
she was still smiling. What a gift to us, the current school
members, that she is willing to support us, and what a gift
to her that Holy Name Catholic School has been there all
these years to serve her family. It is the vision of the
current school leadership that the school will be here for
many more years to come, but nothing is guaranteed.

A school is only as strong as the community that supports it.
We need to GROW OUR SCHOOL, and WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The enrollment at the school has declined over the last
several years and we need to stop the decline and begin the
growth. To grow a school takes a lot of hard work and
sacrifice just like it did for our forefathers to build the
buildings. Those were some focused, determined Catholics
who built our church and school. Like many of you, they got
the big picture. They built the school not just for their own
children, but for your children, and all those yet to come.
Now it is our turn to do whatever it takes to build for the
future.

The first and most important step in growing a school is
that everyone knows the vision and is willing to sacrifice for
it. So this is the vision, based on the input sessions that
were held last year. Holy Name Catholic School will provide
a quality Catholic education. The school day will be
embedded with our faith and values, everyday and every
way. Every child will be valued as a child of God. The
students will be encouraged, challenged and supported as
they learn and live their faith. There will be Religion classes
taught every day, students will attend Mass frequently, they
will be involved in religious activities and traditions
(Reconciliation, prayer/rosary services, retreats, Advent
ceremonies, Christmas programs, Catholic School Week
Activities, Service projects, May crowning, daily prayer
etc.). It will be made clear to each student that their main
purpose for attending Holy Name is to discover and develop
the gifts God placed inside of them and they will be
challenged to use those gifts to server God and others.

Students will be prepared to become faith-filled leaders.
That requires an academic school of excellence. The
courses will be challenging but individualized. World
language will be added, emphasis will be placed on hands-
on science, advanced math will be available, and all
students will read at or above grade level. The students will
be articulate and able to communicate their ideas in written
and verbal formats. Social justice issues will be included in
social science classes. Technology will be integrated
throughout the teaching and learning process. Enrichment
and remedial courses will be available so that all students
may reach their potential. Additional extra curricular

activities will be added. The instruction will be
based on current research and will address a variety
of learning styles. Resources will be available for
students and faculty to support the learning process.
There will be a different instructional approach
between lower and upper elementary school, and at
each level, students will be given appropriate
responsibilities and privileges. Classrooms will have
at least 20 students in each grade and when that
goal is reached, additional grades will be
considered. Mutual respect between faculty and
students will result in a disciplined, safe, nurturing
environment. Technology will be integrated
throughout the teaching and learning process.
Success will be defined not just by grades, but by
faith and fulfillment of the school mission.

Our current facilities will be renovated (something
similar to what happened in the school office over
the summer) and repairs and maintenance will be
scheduled so funds will be available when needed.
The school endowment will be $500,000 within
fifteen years.

Money will be available to pay the faculty a just
wage and benefits. There will be continued staff
development so teachers can remain current in
theory and method. The faculty will become a
professional learning community with adequate plan
time for collaboration.

The school will continue to be full of second and
third generation students who understand and
believe in the mission. We will give our students
roots-of faith, academics, and citizenship, as well
as, wings to go into the world and make a
difference.

How’s that for a vision? It can seem overwhelming
but the good news is we have a start, a solid start, in
each area already. We also have a strategic plan to
make the vision a reality. What we need is YOU to
commit and sacrifice like our forefathers did. Casino
Night in not just about having a good time, it is
about supporting one piece of the vision. It is a way
to get financial support from the larger community,
introduce more people to the school, and help us
fund our technology goals.

| can envision one of those darling pre-school
children from the Christmas program coming up to a
principal some day and saying, “I’ve been coming to
these programs for over thirty years, we are so
blessed to have such a quality, Catholic school in
Coffeyville, Kansas - FULL of faith-filled
responsible leaders.” Our forefathers did their
part, now it is our turn. See you at Casino Night,
and serving on a committee. Please pray God
continues to bless our efforts.

Sincerely,

Holly Goodwin
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Upcoming Events Pre-School News
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Winter has kicked into full swing now and we had the opportunity to collect a

= Jan 9 - The Baptism of the
Lord

— Jan 9 - Grade Cards will
be sent home

= Jan 16 - Martin Luther
King Jr. Holiday - No
School

— Jan 18 - School Council
Meeting at 7:00 PM

= Yearbook sales will be in
January (Information will
be sent home)

= Jan 29 - Feb 4" - Catholic

Schools Week (Schedule
will follow later)

with the 3-day class.
upcoming activities.

Kindergarten News

Since the beginning of school,
kindergarten has been patiently
counting each school day in anticipation
of the 100" day of school. We plan to
have a 100" day celebration sometime
in January, which will include all kinds
of fun counting activities. Our class will
continue to concentrate on consonant
and vowel sounds, as well as letter

Catholic Schools Week Theme:
Character, Compassion, Values

First Grade News

Happy New Year to All!
We are back at school and ready to
work hard. The students are becoming
better readers. They are enjoying the
accelerated reading. They are eager to
receive enough points for prizes.
Continue to drill on addition and
subtraction facts up to 12. The students
are trying to master their Mad Minutes.
They will be working on counting money
this month. We will be working with
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and
half dollars. Know the value of $1, $5
and $10 bills. In Religion, we will be

Faculty & Staff
Pastor - Fr. Jerome Spexarth
Principal - Holly Goodwin
Secretary - Jeanie Unruh
Pre-school - Leslie Herkelman
Kindergarten - Jonna Roberds
1° Grade - Marilyn Reese
2"9 Grade - Patty Vacca
3" Grade - Jennifer O’Neill

4™ Grade - Deana Hills

Second Grade News

cup full of snow from outside, time how long it took to melt in our classroom
and then see how long it took to refreeze outside our window.

It was a very cold day so it didn't take very long! It helped me explain to the
preschoolers why we couldn't play outside that day.

During the month of January we will be covering themes on growing up,
backyard creatures, farm and zoo animals. We will be doing more formal
assessments on letter recognition, letter sounds, and blending letter sounds.
We will also be checking on birthday, address and phone number recognition

The last week of January will be Catholic Schools week so watch for the

recognition. We will also continue to
add new words to our word wall. Math
time will include learning all about
reading clocks and calendars.
Kindergarten will be focusing on
learning about the Holy Family and how
special they are to us all. Our class

wishes everyone a wonderful new year.

learning about Jesus and his followers,
the church serves us, the church
growing, the bishops, and about the
Pope. We will be studying about Kansas
Day, the history and symbols of Kansas,
ect. We will be learning about Martin
Luther King and other black history
leaders. We will be preparing for a
great Catholic School’s Week. We are
thankful for our school and parish. The
students have enjoyed making cards for
the shut-ins, or others unable to come
to Mass. God loves everyone always, and

forever! Share God’s love with others.

January is the beginning of the 2nd Semester. The first part of the school

5" Grade - Marie Banowetz
6™ Grade - Lisa Payne

Music Teacher - John Redfern
Teacher Aide - Tina Gilfillan
Lunch Room -

Custodian - David Jaimez

year has gone by fast.

During this month, the students will be reviewing the process of
Reconciliation. We are ako beginning to learn more about the Eucharist. In
Math, we're working on carrying and borrowing. Cursive writing is going
well. We're finishing the lowercase letters and beginning the uppercase
letters. We'll be talking about the state symbols for Kansas in Soc. Studies
and discussing magnets and electricity in Science.
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Third Grade News

Catholic Schools Week is the last week in
January. The theme is: Compassion,
Character, and Values. Throughout the
month of January, we will be discussing
the two kinds of sin, original and actual.
Adding to that, we will be able to list
examples of venial and mortal sins. Along
with the two kinds of sins, we will read
six parts from the book of Luke, including
“The Lord’s Prayer”, “Parable of the Lost
Sheep” and the “Parable of the Prodigal
Son.” In Math, we will be looking at the
different components of a calculator, and

Grade Level News

finding the mode of a group of numbers.

During computer time, the students will
be identifying the physical components
of a computer system as input, output,
or processing devices. In Social Studies
we will continue to learn about the
pioneers & Indian tribes. We will
especially be focusing on Kansas
towards the end of the month. In
Science, we will be finishing up on our
energy unit and beginning an Earth
Science Unit.
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Received the 3 Catholic R’s Award
for this month; Brendon Reiman,

Fourth Grade News

Happy New Year! School is already half
over. It is hard to believe. We still have
a lot of learning left to do. We will still
be working on Multiplication and
Division this month. On top of that we
will also be working a little on
Geometry. In Religion we will continue
to work on the 10 Commandments and
how we can apply them in our lives. By
the time that you get this newsletter

Fifth Grade News

| can hardly believe it is time for the 3¢
quarter to begin. This month we will
continue to work hard on math. Keep
practicing the basic facts;
multiplication, division, addition, and
subtraction. We will also be covering
measurement and graphing. In Social
Science we are going to work on a unit
called Puppet Economics in which
students develop their own original
puppet shows while learning economic
concepts. Some of the economic
concepts that will be developed are
decision-making, scarcity, economic

Courtney Jackson, Spencer
Phillips, Richy Yates, Emily Kill,
Alex Ortiz, & Haley Smith

we will have received our "Traveling

Trunk" from the Kansas State Historical

Society. January is the birthday month

for our state! In 4th grade we spend a

lot of time learning of our state’s

history. The trunk is over the African

American Experience in Kansas. I’m sure

it will be fun and informative. | am

looking forward to 2 more successful

guarters with your student.

wants, choices, and opportunity cost.
The students continue to do well in
literature circles. A few of the activities
student have been working on are
sculpting a story character, making a
board game about the story and
researching people, places, and things.
In religion we are going to be studying
Scripture. We will be working in the
New Testament. Students will also learn
whether a book is in the old or New
Testament of the Bible. In Science we
will be studying how the Earth changes,
natural resources, climate, and the

solar system.

Advent Service

Students will be doing the
Readings, petitions,
offertory, etc. at the 8:00 &
10:00 AM Masses on Sunday,
January 29" and 5:30 PM on

Catholic Schools: Character. Compassion. Values.
Catholic Schools Week - January 29" - February 4™

Schedule of activities will follow later!

Saturday, February 4. Have
you signed up for a Mass
during Catholic Schools Week?
Call the school and let us

know which Mass you can
help at.
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Sixth Grade News

In Science we are studying what

We are still working on adding, drugs, alcohol, and smoking will do to
subtracting, multiplying and dividing our bodies. Students will be
fractions. Students continue working on designing a helmet this month - so
Mad Minutes (adding, subtracting and look for this fun activity to come
multiplying). We are not only working home soon.
on accuracy but also speed. .
] We are also busy working on our
Students continue to study the Old photography skills. Each student will
Testament. We are studying about be assigned a different class to take
Solomon and King David this month. pictures for the yearbook. We had "
Continue to review with your child the 100% interest from this group in January 8" -
Old Testament stories. Prayers that we working on the yearbook. Sixth Epiphany of the Lord
will be working on this month: Act of graders will start meeting this month
Love, Act of Hope, and the Nicene to put the yearbook together. It
Creed. should be a lot of fun for them.
Music News

Beginning in January, fourth graders will begin a computer based music study called Music Ace. It provides an
introduction to music fundamentals in an engaging and non-judgmental environment. It consists of three parts:
Lessons, Games, and Music Doodle Pad. There are a series of 24 lessons designed to introduce, reinforce, and
extend application of a series of musical concepts such as note names. The games are fun, and reinforce the
concepts. The Music Doodle Pad allows students to notate familiar tunes, arrange music, listen to short familiar
pieces, or compose their own works.

The fourth graders have already tried this program, and are so enthusiastic that they requested it every day for
about two weeks when we were starting to practice our Christmas program. Later, it may be extended to third
grade.

Precepts of the Church (CCC 2041-2043)

1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and on holy days of
obligation and rest from servile labor.

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year.

3. You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at
least during the Easter season.

4. You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence
established by the Church.

5. You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church.

Starting in January after Weekday Masses the children will say the Act of Contrition.
My God,
| am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong,
and failing to do good,
| have sinned against you
whom | should love above all things.
| firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In his name, my God, have mercy. Amen.




Holy Name Catholic
406 Willow
Coffeyville, Ks 67337

Phone:
(620) 251-0480

Fax:
(620) 251-1651

E-mail:
schooloffice@holyname.kscoxmail.com

Enter to Learn t
Leave to Lead

We’re on the Web!
www.holynamecoffeyville.com

The Catholic School Mission:

United with the family, the parish, and each other,
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Wichita
FORM DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST
who seek the Truth, grow to love It,
and learn to live it.

United with the family, the parish, and each other...
The Catholic school can be successful only if it works with
the parents (the Child’s primary educator), in the context
of the parish (the basic unit of the Church family) united
as one system under the Bishop.

form...
Catholic Schools must go beyond instruction to shape the

total person and foster a mature adult faith capable of
living our one’s baptismal promises.

Disciples of Jesus Christ...

The definitive aim of Catholic education is to form
Disciples of Christ. Christ is the foundation of the entire
Catholic educational process. Jesus is the Master
Teacher, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

Seek the Truth, grow to love It, and learn to liveit...
The Catholic school reaches beyond religion class to
emphasize the application of Gospel values to all subject
areas at every stage of life. Lifelong faith, not mere
memorization, is the ultimate goal of the Catholic
educational process. To seek Truth demands teacher and
learner alike to think critically, creatively, and deeply. To
learn to live Truth requires a commitment to apply moral
principles to the changing and challenging issues of
everyday life.

Holy Name Catholic School Mission Statement
Holy Name Catholic School
unites with parish and parents
to provide a quality Catholic education.
Students will be challenged and supported
to become faith-filled, responsible

parish and civic leaders.

Enter to Learn - Leave fo Lea



